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STATE HUM ANITIES CO M M ITTEE ELECTS NEW M EM BERS, O FFIC ER S
MISSOULA—
The Montana Committee for the Humanities elected four new members during its
November meeting in Billings. They are Donald Marble of Chester, Julie Riley of Broadus,
Corby Skinner of Billings and O. Alan Weltzien of Dillon. Their four-year terms start in 1999.
MCH, based at The University of Montana-Missoula, is the state’s independent
nonprofit affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities. Since 1972 MCH has
provided services and grant funds to Montana organizations to support public programs in the
humanities.
Marble, a private-practice attorney, holds engineering degrees from the University of
Michigan and a law degree from UM. In Chester he has been active for many years in civic
and cultural affairs - with the local arts council and the Great Books Program — and he was a
leader in bringing public television to the Hi-Line.
Riley is an extension agent for Powder River County. Her undergraduate degree is
from Eastern Montana College, and she earned a master’s degree from UM. Riley has worked
in the education and banking fields. In Powder River County she is well known for her work
with youth, community development, historical preservation and the arts.
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Skinner directs the W riter’s Voice of the Billings Family YMCA. He also is state
coordinator for “TumbleWords”-- a literary project of the Western States Arts Federation and marketing director for the Alberta Bair Theater in Billings. He holds a bachelor of fine arts
degree from UM and a master’s degree from California’s Claremont Graduate School. He is
known throughout the Yellowstone Valley for his civic and cultural activism.
O. Alan Weltzien is an English professor at Western Montana College of UM. Weltzien
has been a member of M CH’s Speakers Bureau, is a specialist on western writers and
literature, and has twice been a Fulbright Fellow - at the University of Sofia in Bulgaria and at
the University of Gdansk in Poland. His is now editing a collection of critical writings on
Montana author Rick Bass.
During the November meeting, the committee expressed thanks to Grass Range rancher
Thomas Elliott, Billings banker Stephen Fenter, Carroll College English Professor Valerie
Gager of Helena and Ronan attorney Janet McMillan —departing members who completed
four years of service. Fenter chaired the committee for 1998.
MCH also elected officers for 1999. Frederick Skinner, UM history professor, was
elected chair, and Eileen Sansom, a Missoula social services administrator originally elected
from Lewistown, was named vice chair.
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